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the '’tegal Iynchinff", a long-time 
Northern soeciallv. Why railroad 
Blacks t wfien the tocat Ktan sheriff 

could he judge, jury and executioner? 

Huw&ver, the mas$ demonstratiefs 
of the Civü Righte Era and the mass 
student organizing and voter regis- 
tra&êon drives focused too much at - 
tention on hrutal, Southern raeism , 
There/ore , the Southern-sty le raii- 
roads of students and civü rigkts 
organizers were bcgwi* Such is the 
case of Lee Otis Johnson, who had 
been me of the prime organizers in 
the civü rigkts mouement during the 
Martin L ut her King Era in Texas . 
Lee Otis was a field secretary in 
SN CC (Student A Ion- Violent Coordina - 
ting Commütee) and uws very insiru- 
mental in organizing the students at 
Texas Southern University and the 
Houston Black commvnity> The Texas 
Southern Campus had been the scene 
of mmy student demonstratiefs for 
a relevant Black Stitdies curriculum 
Police harassment and surveillance 
öf Texas Southern (T$U) ioas inten- 
sified during this time. Ten si ons 
were high . One nigkt during that 
periodf a battalion of Houston Police 
fired over 6,000 rounds of ammu- 
nition into a dormïtory on the TSU 
campus r during what the police call 
the "TSU Riot*\ After the incidents 
at TSU t five studente got politieel 
frame-up cases. They came to be 
fsnoturi as tha TSU Five. The Houston 
power structure tried to trump-up 

similor charges against Lee Otis, 
bui, they were unable to do so. The 
fascists, realizing that they didn*t 
have enough " valid r * evidence to con- 
uict Lee Otis for conspiracy to incite 
a riet, decided to collaborate an- 
otker fabricated charge against him r 
and get him later * 

The Criminal Intelligence Division 
(CW) of the Houston pig departmmt 
toos put to work. The CID had aï- 
ready been watching SNCC and any 
other Progressive groitps and indi- 
viduals in Houston* Frequent, some~ 
tïmes daily reports on Lee Otis 
Johnson were made directly to 
Houston Mayor Wetch's office * A 
constant surveillance of Lee Otis* 
every step was maintained. Wiienihis 

surveillance product notHmg, the 
CID put machinery info mof ion £o set 
up Lee Otis Johnson* 

A Black agent „ C/D rookte Billy 
Williams, begon to frequent the mmy 
commvnity meetings and demonstra- 
tions held during this period t After 
someonv introduced him to Lee Otis t 
he had done all that was needed to 
complete the frame-up* He alleged 
that Lee Otis had given him one 
marijiuina cigarette on MüTCh S* I96'ö, 
It was not imtit six weeks later that 
a warrant for Lee Otis * arrest was 
swom out, tvüö days afier he mid 
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When lynching became too difficu.lt, and DR. KING'S assassination wamed the 
world t the bouih resorted to the Northern specïalty of the sophisticated legal 
Ivnching of Black men who refused to know "their place”: a 30-year sentence 
went to BROTHER LEE OTIS JOHNSON, 


TWENTY-EIGHT YEARS 

TO GO,NOW 

BROTHER LEE OTIS I0HNS0N DENIED ftPPEAL ON 
30-YE1R MARIJUANA CONVICTION 


In 1955, a weary, slightly-built 
Black woman refused to sii in the 
back of a Jim Crow bus in Mont- 
gomery t Alabama . This defiant ges - 
ture by Rosa Parks shneked and 
startled a sleepy r racist South. She 
was naturaïly arrested. It marked the 
begmning of the Montgomery Bus 
Boycott and the Civü Rights Era in 
the United States, led by a young, 
then unknoum Baptistpreachernamed 
Martin Luiker King. Such a thing 
would tuive never happened in the 


North. The raeism and oppression 
in the urban ghetto wasfis much more 
sophisticated: de fado, racist seg - 
régatton; oppression subtley cloaked 
m the tf vnfortunate " economie 
situatiën in which Black people find 
themsetves. As it were, the South tvas 
not prepared for the Civil Righls 
Era t Their raeism , theiroppression, 
was much too overt. Public lynchings 
had ceased only a few years before. 
It look the South a long time to even 
begin to learti how to implement 
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He appeared one soft quiet nïght 
guards in abundance - kim in white 
A smalI unobtrusive benevolent man 
Wisdom power held in hts hand 

The Chief 

Prison a place devoid of Life 
A Sterile i mcuum laching much 
A shadow engulfed our existence 
Untïl his knowng patiënt touch 

He brought truih, vonderstanding, love 
humatiism, humilüy things icnheard of; 
but f always praise for another: 

His lost, wandering t seeking brotker 

Chief 

We soaked up knowledge like a sm-baked sponge 
souls r hearts, tninds - recast, rebom alive 

Tke irUerconnectedness of things - things and other things 
opposites - both of the positiue and negative stram - 
Rapidly advancing, step upm retenties $, rebellious step 
God kas died a tlumsand swom deatks , 

Truth is bom in one himdred glorious births, 

Agape , aghast , abundant - 
A beautifid, spasmodic, rhapsodic interhule 

Do not pause too long, 

other plateaus beckon - gt plunder me*\ 

O ff we go in an ever changing cos mi c dust 

GUIDANCE 

Paiiently he puts out hts hand . The Chiefl 
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REGISTER TO VOTE FOR SURVIVAL 


Since Abraham Lincoln*& Emanci- 
pation Froclamation in the I860*s t 
the racist, exploitative U*S t govem- 
ment power structure luis been tell¬ 
ing us that we represeni some pari 
of this land*s ** citizenry’*. After three 
hwidred years of chattel slaver y , we 
were given the right to uote* Sfnce 
then t we have been allo wed into the 
lower rtrngs of the Democratie Party, 
and, even more recently, the Repub- 
lican Party. 

We have been used. Black peo¬ 
ple, our bloc of votes, even this 
source of limited power, kas not been 
used in our interests. Our collective 
has served every interest bid 
our otm . 

We must begin to use the vale in 
the way ttiot Brother Malcolm X 
stat cd, in a speech at the Audubon 
Ballroom tit Barlem t New York, in 
December, 1964, two months before 
he was killed: tf WhaL you ran do is 
get registered sa that you have po¬ 


wer - political potentiah When vou 
register your political poiential, tluit 
means you gun is loaded. Bul just be- 
cause your gun is loaded, you don*i 
have to shoot until you see a target 
that*s beneficial to youP* In other 
words, we register to mass our 
sirength; and let it be knovm that 
only those who advocate and serve 
our ïnterests wÜl receive our vote. 
In this manner, we can begin to have 
representatives that are re spons ive 
to our needs and desires. 

It is 1972 and we*re still slruggling 
to survive, After fourhundred years, 
we, as a People, have leamed that a 
phrase, a party, or a personality 
won*t sustain us * In order to sur- 
vive, we must have a program, a 
program geared to maintain our sur¬ 
vival through the long struggle for 
our liberation 

We have the right to survive and 
the right to vote . The Survival Pro¬ 
grams and üoterregistrdtion are bolk 
inter-cannected Parts of our struggle 


to live and control OUT owffi lives, 
to have complete liberation* 

rherefore, the Black Cammwnüy 
is annomcing a Black Commmity 
Survival Conference, so that we may 
begin to tndy organize a structure 
to transform this society and make 
People*s Power a reality, On Match 
29th, 30tk and Sist, in Oakland, Cali- 
fomia, 10,000 people will receivefree 
bags of groceries (unth a ckicken in 
every bagalong mth Free Sickte 
Cell Anemia Tests ; and, toward or- 
ganizing meaningful Black political 
power, we will be registering people 
to vote, right thereatlke conference, 
so we*ll be ready to vote Jor sur¬ 
vival * 

Those who come can hear Bobby 
Seale s Chairman of the Black Pan- 
ther Party, Ericka Huggins, of the 
Black Panther Party f as well as other 
political speakers, ïike Califomia 
Congressman, Brother Ron Dellmts. 
The people's entertainers, the re- 
cording artists knoim throughout the 
commimity as the Fersuasions (they 
have an album called " Street Corner 
Symphtmy If ) will also be there , 

For further informatica about Re- 
gistering to Vote for Survival, see 
the announcement on page 5 . 


i 

I 

1 

t 

f 




Subscription Form 


i 

i 

i 

i 

i 

i 

i 

i 

i 

i 

t 

i 

i 


BLACK PANTHER INTERCOMMUNAL NEWS SERVICE 


TO SURSCRIIE MEANS THAT EVERY WEEK YOU CAK READ THE NEWS AIOUT THE SURVIVAL PROGRAMS 
FOR THE PEOPLE AND liCOME A PARTICIPANT IN WORK) KG OUT THE REST MEANS AND WAYS 01 
SOLVING THE PROILEMS Of OUR PEOPLE, Of BLACK PEOPLE AND P00R PEOPLE. 
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Bunchy Carter was assassi nared ar 

UCLA on January 17, 1969), after their 
assassinations, where there seemed 
to be no one, you eame and almost be- 
came a one-woman sit-in at Sybil 
Brand jail, waiting co get Ericka out 
of there. She went to bury Jon and 
they grabbed her again, and your voice 
was die loudest, your work the hard- 
est to free her; rhen her and Chair- 
man Bobby. 

What ! think T meart is that you too 
were taken, and it seemed too much: 
you and Êricka and all the ochers, l 
was in Hanoi at die time we heard of 
the entixe chain of events, and l feit 
a real fear for your life; feit hope- 
less and helpless* So it's an interesr- 
ing cycle: here we are* so to speak, 
sitring here after all of it, from Los 
Angeles and all that happened there* 
from Bunchy and Jon to Jonachan co 
George, Atcica, tied in now wich the 
struggling peoples of the world* we J ve 
come to this point now, to have lived 
and seen it, and facing the long and dif- 
ficult times ahead* And, you are re- 
turned now, after all those months of 
"Free Angela”. In a few worde* iFs 
reaily good to see you. 


tr .Arcd ( you are retumed now, after all those montfis of 'FREE ANGELA’ f 
lt*$ reaily good to see you,’* 

WELCOME 

HOME, 

ANGELA DAVIS 


Maybe we could talk about some 
rhlngs about wliich many people would 
like to know your thoughts* Besides 
the fact that the California Court de- 
cision to abolish the dearh penalty- was 
the technieal point of law that Jed to 
your release, what do you see as the 
sLgnifieance of that decision? 


The folio wing is a conversation that 
took place between Angeta Davis and 
Elaine Broim, Minister of Informa¬ 
tion of the Black Panther Party, on 
February 25th t two days after Angela’s 
release , 

Angeta and Elaine have been friends 
for quite anumber of yearsnow, being 
more, now, comrades in struggle , 
During the time of the taping, Ericka 
Huggins toas there, and they all had a 
moment to recomt old times, and re- 
alize even more that as Angela and 
Ericka had been released, so must all 
political prisoners; 


ELAINE: Naturally, Angela, we want to 
welcome your return to the outside 
cojnmunity. Your release has proven 
that the united efforts of the people 
can compromise the State's most vlle 
and devious schemes againsr its vic- 
tims. However, even though the jail 
comaïned your body, we know that vour 
spirit and strong devotion to the 
struggle of Black people andoppressed 
people w be free, your spirit and de- 
votion were noc contaïned. 

Sïnce we r ve known each other for 
sonie time now, l hope this doesn't 
sound lïke rhetoric, for 1 can give 
personal testi mony to you r tl re [ ess and 


selfless work over the years. I think 
that contrary to what the pigs attempt 
to project* that your release andHuey's, 
Bobby^ ana Ericka’s releases only 
demonstrate, firsily, how far the State 
will go, how ic will twist any reality 
to silence and contain those who pre¬ 
sent the threat of unifying the people 
for struggle; and secondly, that the 
power of che people, the united op- 
pressed masses canimplementviciory 
after vlctory, which shall surely eul- 
minate in complete liberation for us 
all. 

I think that Mstory and events often 
develop In qulce Interestingcycles, for 
l can remember our work in Los An- 
geLes, and when, 1 suppose, or, it 
seems we were so very young and in¬ 
nocent* ï can remember all those dif¬ 
ferent orgaaizations we ran through, 
so to speak; and in our different ways 
and times, our meeting Ericka, who 
told in deed, more than word, what che 
real roie of the Black woman had to be 
in struggle, t think we can both agree 
as to her tremendous, positive in- 
fluence on the correct way to struggle, 
the correct way to flgbt* I was think¬ 
ing of how after we all, many of us, 
were ar r es eed, ironlcaily. after andon 
the üay of Bunchy’s (Alprentlce 
"Bunchy* 1 Carter) and Jon's(JonHug- 

gitiR, Erlcka’a husband, who alon£ with 


ANGELA: Elaine* ir's beautiM to see 
you and Ericka. Over the last 16 
months, all our visits have taken place 
on the other side of the waLls — be- 
bind the concrete and steel where so 
many of our sisters and brothers are 
still imprtsoned, Finally, now, we can 
sit back without havïng to peer over 
our shoulders at the jailers who were 
always there* You, Ericka and ï have 
gone through & great deal together-- 
we have seen che movement go through 
not a few ehanges* Together we have 
seen the concours of the Black Hb- 
eration struggle take on revolution- 
ary meaning. We have seen victories 
together, we have experieneed pain to¬ 
gether--and you know that that evening 
in L.A., January, threeyears ago, when 
Jon and Bunchy were assassinated and 
you and Ericka were arrested, made 

me realize that ü my own life were 
ever to have any nieaning, it would 
have to be devoted fully and without 
compromise to our movement for lib- 
eration. 

I don'- ave to teil you huw happy t 
fee! at t’ moment--lint even in the 
midst of jubilatn (which surrodnd- 
ed my ?ase, ir been fmpossibie 
to forg the serious side of our 
struggle. Let me try ro talk about 
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montlis and months* So I tnink that the 

significance of my release on bail 

pointa to the effectiveness of the maas 

movement. It shows that we can have 

victories; and, I think it is going to 

ipepire us fi!l to woi'k nuichj rnuch tnor$ 

imensely to free ali our sisters and 

brothers. 


WELCOME 

HOME, 

ANGELA DAVIS 


ELAINE: What do you see aa the tm- 
mediate needs of Black people, within 
the framework of the long range goal 
of complete Liberation? 


C0NT1NUED FROM LAST PAGE 

syme of the things you raised, EO 
start bytryingto comtnent on the aho- 
lition of the death penalty—the court 
decision which made possible my re¬ 
lease o Ti bail* 


First of all, a lot of people have 
seen the abolltion of the dearh penalty 
as simply something that was handed 
down by a group of judgcs sitting on 
the suprème court. The supreme court 
did abolish the death penalty. But, T 
think that we have to realize that had 
the struggle around the prisons, which 
bas been conducted both on the inside 
and on the outside, had that struggle 
not taken place over the last few yeaxs, 
the abolltion of the death penalty in 
Callforma would have been inconceiv- 
able* The judges on the supreme court 
obviously knew that when they came 
down with that deels ion, Ronald Reagan, 
Eveile Younger and al! the rest of 

their cohorts would react the way they 
did, California is ruled by a clique of 
re action artes* The supreme court must 
have kEiown, however, that over the past 
few years so much work has been 
focused around sisters and brothers 
Ln prison, political prisoners - sisters 
and brothers who havé becomc political 
prisoners by virtue of their political 
activities and organiztng wlrh in all the 
maximum security dungeons of Cali- 
fornia - the Supreme Court must have 
realized that there is now a great deal 
of receptivlty among people in Call- 
fornia to the problems that prisons 
present.They wouldn’t have Lwtiaed down 
that decision if they thought that they 
were going to be completely isolated. 
So, we have to see this decision as 
a real vtetory of the mass move- 
ment; this niDvement dates back to the 
time that the Black Panther Party be- 
gan to see theneed to establishgreacer 
Communications between die outside 
and che inside by i uitlating the Free 
Bussing Program. It dates hack to the 
Soledad Brothers Defense Commïtree 
and all of the things that wc who were 
working with that committee learned 
from George and John and FLeeta, and 
och er sisters and brothers tn the inside: 
iiey taught m that we not only had to 
defënd ihem, but we had to begin to 
cli allenge the foundations of the prison 
-ystem as a whole and the legal ap- 


paratus which buttresses it and relate 
this to the Black Liberation Struggle. 
If all this hadïPt have liappened, the 
abolltion of the death penalty would 
not have taken piace* 

The significance of my own fudividual 
case, the fact that 1 was released on 
bail a tewdays ago, points to this very 
same movement, All over the country 
there have been beauriful, scruggling 
sisters and brothers who have been 
calling. for bail now, for about 16 
months - si nee 1 was firsc arrested, 
They have continuaUy shown the way 
in which political prisoners, Black and 
Brown especially, are further op- 
presaed, by having to spend long, long 
months, somerimes long,long yearsin 
ja.il before trial. Bobby and Ericka - 







".„you knovï that„ r wken Jon and Bwichy 
were as$a$$inated and you and Ericka 
were arrested , (it) made me realize 
that if my own life were to have any 
meaning, ü would have to be devoted 
fully and without compromise to our 
movement for iiberation 

their cases exposed to the people in 
this country that justice, what is called 
"justice” ts really a sham, when a 
sister or a brother who bas bec-n active 
in the communie, who has been or- 
ganizing and rclating to Black people 
and the needs of Black people and all 
oppressed people, can be rïpped off, 
kldnapped, picked up from the streets, 
jailed and kept there for months and 


ANGELA: There are many, many im- 
mediate needs, and, of course, our long 
range goal is revolm ion, the complete 
overcurning and restructuring of the 
fabric of this society, complete 
abolltion of racism, of inhumanity. The 
immediate needs have to do with very 
baaic, biological facts. Ln the firet 
place, one, of course, of the most im¬ 
mediate needs is to survive, to sur- 
vive in ferms of being able to have 
what^s necessary to live and to 
struggle, Black people all over this 
country are suffe ring from starvation, 
malnutrition, lack of rriedical care, dip- 
eases, such as sïckle cell anemia, all 
of which ha^ been completely ignored 
for hundreds of years, 

There are some immediate poli¬ 
tica! needs which encompass these 

basic needs of survival. They have to 
do with, for inetance, üne uTiomploy- 
ment situation in this country. As we 
all know, one of the ways in which ra¬ 
cism has expressed itseif is in the in¬ 
tense economie exploitation of Black 
people. Therefore, one of our imme¬ 
diate needs, of course, is to gat the 
kinds of jobs that are going co allow 
us to survive. As has been continually 
pointed out and is expressed in the 
concept of aSurvival Program, if we h re 
ever going to make a revolotion, we 
have to be able to survive. 

We have immediate needs which re- 
late co the prison struggle* And, of 
course, since Lve been in prison, or 
in jail, rather, over the last 36 months, 
T conslder myseif a part of the pri¬ 
son struggle. The prisons all over this 
country are full of Black and Brown 
people; our numbers are dispropor- 
itonate to our population - co the popu - 
lation of Black people in this coun^ 
try* One of our immediate needs is 
to resisc all of the encroachments 
of police forces, of the legal appara- 
tus T of the prison system into the 

Black communicy. It is still the case 
that a Black person can be arrested, 
can be picked up from the streets of 
our community for no reason at alk 
can be railroaded through the courts 
and to the prison system, and can 
spend a large part of hls Lite in pri¬ 
son for no reason ar all, or else, 
for something which is designated a 
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WELCOME 

HOME, 

ANGELA DAVIS 


CQN riNIJRD FROM LAST PAGE 

crime by the establishment, someching 
whïch we, as Black people, wotild have 
to und er stand as being a symptom of 
our oppression* Practically all of oux 
sisters and brothers who are in prison 
are there because of offenses which 


ist war of aggression against the peo- 
plc of Vietnam. I have also received 
messages expressing solidarity from 
Black wornen in the military* 

I could go on and on and list rnany, 
many immediate needs that face tis as 



AM GE LA and her mother ■ MRS. SALLYE B t DAVIS* both realize, in the midst 
of their jubüation over her release, that theve r s still a long, serious struggle 

ahead* 


relate to property, We Know that our 
oppression is expressed in the fact 
that we just don't have anything* we've 
been exciuded from the capital lët sys* 
tem, and carmot be anything except ex* 
cluded. 

There are immediate needs of 
Black people which relate to the mili¬ 
tary smicture in this country* We've 
been dytng in Indoehina and continue to 
die in ïncïocbina, despite the fact that 
Nixon says that rhe war is 'Vinding 
down”* We have co continue tostruggle 
around our sisters and brothers who 
axe in the military. Since tVe been 
in jaü, l've received many, many, 
many, many letters from Black men 
who have been forced to go to Indo- 
chlna and fight au atrocious, imperial- 


Black people, as oppres sed people of 
color, and many things around which 
we can sttuggle, Of course, in the 
process of trying to satiöfy these Im¬ 
mediate needs, we always have to deal 
within a perspective of revolution; and 
that is, in struggling around these 
immediate needs, we should be able to 
teach our sisters and brothers, and 
learn at the same time üurselves, 
that the final goal has co he revolution, 
it has to be socialism. The final goal 
has co be the establishment of a so¬ 
ciety where we, where all of the peo¬ 
ple have complete concrol over their 
own affalrs and determme their 
destiny, 

ELAINE: Ilow best, then, do you feel 
Chase needs can be served. Essential- 


ly, you*ve covered the basic needs* 
Perhaps you might want to eiaborate 
on how chose needs can be met, what 
methods we might employ, etc. 


ANGELA: When we talk about serving 
the needs of the people, serving the 
needs of Black people and of all op- 
pressed people, we have to talk about 
a aystem whereby our people, our sis¬ 
ters and brothers, can struggle in a 
way to demand of the system that 
these needs be met. That’s whac l was 
talking about when 1 talked about in- 
tegratïng the struggle for immediate 
needs into & continuüm of revolution, 
We J ve talked a great deal about the 
fact that when we build a mass move- 
ment the people have to become aware 
of their own power* The slogan “po¬ 
wer to the people” is not rhetorlc, 
it has a very significant me&ning, in 
the sense that through victories we get 
a taste of what our ultimace power is, 
and our ultimace power is going to be 
to seize control over the apparatus 
which is oppressing us and transform 
it inco a society which can truely 
serve all of our needs. 


At che moment, there are many things 
that should be done, l chink, to deal 
wlth the economie super-exploitacion of 
Black people (and, these, of course, 
relate not only co Black and Brown 
people, they relate to all working peo¬ 
ple in this couhütyL Let’s talk for a 
while about the plïght of the working 
people, Black working people, and how 
to Lntegrate their immediate goals 
within the larger context of revolution. 
For I might point ouc the fact that when 
we attempt to evaluate the labor move- 
ment in this country, in terms of lts 
traditions, and in terms of its own 
ability to struggle against capitalism, 
the really radical element of the labor 
movement has always been Black, 


Recently, in a iot of labor unions, 
they have formed Black caucuses, other 
Black labor organizations. Organi- 
zations of Black workers have seen the 
need co form outslde of the scructure 
of che traditional labor unions* We 
know all the problems that exist in the 
labor movement, when we seeaperson 
like George Meany talking about the 
fact that he won't vote for a candidate 
who is not for complete victory [U*S* 
victory) in Indochina. 1 think that Black 
people, in general, have provided a 
Standard for white workers White 
workers have often failed co realize 
that, and have seen Black people as 
their enemy, and cherefore have set 
themselves up to be further oppressed 
and thereby have perpetuated, or 
actually have acted as a vehicle for, 
racism in this country* 1 think that we 
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have to begin to see the Black worker 
as an important figure in die revolu- 
tionary struggle, Oftetitimes, we 
don't see the Black worker as a Black 
worker, we tend to think of the worker 
as sömeone who ïs Isolated some- 
where in a factory and, therefore, is 
not an integrat part of the com- 
munity. As Black people, most of us, if 
we aren't working, are unemployed or 
we're in orison or we 1 re in Vietnam. 
One of the things that we have to begin 
to recognize is that - and this is 
something that George Jacksonpointed 
out on many occasions - there is a 
tremendous reservoir of revolutionary 
energy and power in our communities, 
hecause of the fact that we are werk¬ 
ers, and bficause ot the fact that the 
entire country üepends on our labor in 
order to survive, in order to perpet- 
uate itself* 

ELAIME: In fact, the Black worker bas 
not been viably brought into our 
struggle, and if you agree with this, to 
what do you attribute this and how do 
you propose the situatiën becorrect ed? 

ANGELA: U’s not true that the Black 
worker has not been brought into our 
struggle; bui, on the other hand, I 
think that your question refiects that 
the Black worker hasn’t fully been 
brought into the struggle as a Black 
worker. Most Black people, as we J ve 
been saying, are workers, insomeway 
or anocher. Ho we ver, the fact that ra- 
cism has always been so intense in 
this country has tended to have the ef¬ 
fect of, first of all. isolatxng the Black 
worker from the working class, Be- 

cause of the intensity of racism in 
this country. Black workers have been 
isülated from the working class as a 
whole. Often, white workers have fought 
sgalnst Black workers, instead of fight- 
ing against their real enemy, the capi- 
talist who oppresses all workers. Be- 
cause of this parricular phenomenon, 
when we talk about the Black worker, 
we tend to fail to sec the Black work- 
er as a live forcc in our com munity, 
but rather as ^omeune who is hidden 
away on the assembly iine, bidden away 
in the factory» Because Black workers 
havo been, to a greac extent, prevented 
from participatie in the labor move- 
ment as a whoie, we’ve f ai led to rake 



".„„„aft politieel cases are 
significant, all cases involving 
Black people* s fiues are important 
and have to Pe dealt wUK** 


cognizance of our own revolutionary 
potential as Black people, as working 
people. 

Now, recently, there has been a surge 
in activity whïch relatesdirectly tothe 
labor movement in the country* Many 
of the strikes which have taken place 
over the last few years have aetually 
been led, out in che sereens, by .Black 
workers. 1 remember very clearly tlie 
postal workers* strike, When you saw 
the television coverage of the postal 
workers strike, you saw Black workers 
out there with clenched fists. You saw 
them, the Black workers, aetually con- 
ducting the movemenco ut there in the 
strects, L think that tliis has begun to 
give us an idea of what the real re- 
voLucïonary potential of Black people in 
this country is, in the sense. not only 
of bringlng about our own liberation, 
our narkmal liberation, liberation of 
Black people, but, in the sense of 
playing a vanguard role in a revolu- 
tionary movement which Is goingto af¬ 
fect the entire system in this country, 
What L would say, then, is when we 
speak about viably bringlng ihe Black 
worker into our struggle, we speak of 
placiïig levoludon on the agenda, we 
speak of reaiizingfiomeihing that we r ve 
been talk ing about for avery long time, 
that is, projecting Black people as the 
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revolutionary vanguard in this coun¬ 
try, the revolutionary vanguard of the 
movement which is going to ulti mately 
overtum the oppressive fabric ofcapi- 
talism and which is going to build a 
socialist society. 

One of the things that has been a 
constant problem in the whole move¬ 
ment In this country has been the ten- 
dency to isoiate one particular area 
of struggle from the other. There was, 
of course, the student struggle, and 
that was supposed töhavë been a move¬ 
ment in and of itself, even to the point 
that some people were saylng that stu- 
dents were going to be the artes tc 
brlng about the revolution. There was f 
and there contïmies to be t the struggle 
against the war in Indochina* White peo¬ 
ple primariiy have cended to see that 
as something that white people should 
involve themselves in; therefore, ai- 
though Black people are far more in¬ 
tens ely affected by the war in Indo-* 
china and, in fact, far more pas- 
sionately opposed to the war In Indo- 
chinaj it has not been seen as the kind 
of movement that*s been conducted by 
Black people, Tm saying all this to re- 
late back to the discusslot! that we 
were having arotmd the Black werker. 

I wGuld like to show now that there 
is defimtely a relationship between 
the Black worker ana the prison 
struggle, PrisonFi are Fulï of Black 
workers, Eull of Black people who are 
in prison because of thetr not being 
able to realizetheir ixïtential as Black 
workers, because there are no jobs 
avaüable. However, once Black peo¬ 
ple find themselves inprison and begin 
to teel all of the reverberations from 
the movements that are now animating 
prisons across the country, the move- 
ments for liberation, then it*s the pri- 
soners themselves who begin to teach 
us that they are indeed workers and, in 
so far as they are prisoners, are forced 
to work for two cents an hour, five 
cents an hour, ten cents an hour at 
the most, and are, therefore, super- 
exploited, Now, recently, there have 
been a number of efforts on the part 
of prisoners to bring this to the fore, 
and fox instance* to establish labor 
unions inside the prisons. One of the 
first unions that was imtiated in pri¬ 
sons, I think, was right herein Cali- 

foraia, in CMC (Califomia Men's 
Colony) at San Luis Obispo, where 
Huey was imprisoned for so long. Tast 
recently t was reading about the ef- 
forts of prisoners in N^w York to 
form a labor Union. IT^e thlng that dis- 
tinguishes that movement in New York 
is that they are reaching out, and they 
are trying to force labor unions on 
the outsiüe to recognize them. They 
are trying to aftiliate with, 1 think, 
local hS in New York. 

In any event, what is at work inside 

* 
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the prisons, when we talk about Black 
workers, can be seen as having a 
numher of different prongs. First of 
all, as ï've said befGre, the prisons 

are full of Black people who are there 
because there aren't any Jobs on this 
side of the wall, They are not able 
to eke out an existence which would 
be consistent with survival. There- 
fore, as we know, many sisters and 
brothers justifiably attempt to satisfy 
their needs with respect to survival 
by getting what they need, by going 
into a store and getting aio af of hread, 
if you want to use that example. Once 
a sister or a brother is in prison, 
then she or he is forced to work. In 
most places, I think, once you're con- 
victed, you have to work, (I fcnow Huey 
was tsolated for such a long time, 
because he refused to work for 3£ 
an hour, or whatever it was*) With 
the whole impact of the revolutionary 
Btruggie inside the prisons, there has 

emerged a consciousness which has 
made the kind of thing that Huey flrst 
iniriated, a few years ago, a far more 
widespread phenomenon. Many, many 


sisters and brothers are now de- 
mandlng a decent wage, if thev are 
going to work and make all the ii- 
cense plates in California, or down in 
Texas, piek cotton and hoe the fields, 
and all of the kinds of things that are 
done, Ëome forms of labor are actuaily 
monopolized by prisons, such as the 
lieense plates 1 manufacturmg* 

Prisoners are achieving a real con- 
sclousness in that respect, and are, 
therefore, demanding a decent wage. 
They’re also achieving a conscïous- 
ness which relates that struggle around 
the basfc fact of labor to a revolution¬ 
ary strtiggle* This is aomething that l 
think the entire working class move- 
ment canleam, from what ia going down 
in prisons: how youcormect the struggle 
for survival, the scruggie for the meet¬ 
ing of immediate needs to a long-range, 
revolutionary struggle. 

ELAÏNE: 1 think what yoiPve said is 
good, because I think that the concept 
that the Black prisoner in the maxi¬ 
mum security camp forms, then, that 
group of werkers Chat is the most ex- 
ploited, I think that's a concept that 


hasn't really been brought forward. 
In a sense, most peopie tend not to 
think of the Black prisoner other fhan 
in terms of the eicher reformed, or 
revolutionized or politicizedconvictor 

#l criminar t , outlaw. Therefore, 1 think 
that the concept is important to think 
about, because the prisoners perform 
in a vacuum, so to speak, or they per¬ 
form their tasks in such an intensi- 
fted sLtuation that, in fact, their ex- 
ample will be, can be even clearer 
for those people who are outside, be¬ 
cause there's so much more betng en* 
gaged outside and there is so much 
more confusion outside, and the op- 
presston is dulied, so to speak, not 
quite as direct and overt and intense, 
for the outside wage earner, I mean, 
nobody would work for 2C an hour, 

period, unless torcecl to. The concept 
is important. It is not only the struggle 
that Huey put for war d, but Ruche 11, 
nowj I think that is one of the key 
things that he (Ruchell)has beenbring- 
ing out hïmself, (I think he has brought 
out some figures on the people inside 
of theprisons and how much they were 
making, in terms of money, for the 
state.) That is part of his point that 
the prison system is aslavelabor Sys¬ 
tem, and that if the prisoner did nn 
work at all, of course, there would 
be nor jusr a small problem in the 
state of California, iet's say, where 
Ruchell is located, but chere would be 
a major problem in terms of the ability 
of die state to make the kind of money 
that it # s presentiy making. 

ANGELA: That's true* What's really 
interesting about this whole thing, if 
you read any of the manu als on peno- 
logy, and if you read about the way 
in which the prison system in Ameri¬ 
ca has been conceived, one of the rea- 
sons for prisoners' working, or, the 
major reason for prisoners' working, 
is to ri keep them out of trouble”, to 
keep them from thinking too hard about 
the oppression that they're ex- 
periencing. Practically no one, even in 
California, which ironlcally is sup- 
posed to be the most progresslve pri¬ 
son system in thecountry, noone would 
ever say that the work that prisoners 
do on the inside prepares them for 
any kind of employment once chey're 
released. It has nothing to do with re- 
habilitation or preparation for the re¬ 
lease or any of that. lt*s only to pass 
the time, to prevent prisoners from 
thinking about their own conditlons. The 
ironie thing and the verybeautiful thing 
about what's happening in prisons now 
is that right there on the job, right 
there at the place where they are sup- 
posed to be least aware, they are ob- 
taining an awareness, obtaining the 
conscLousness and are relating to the 
revolutionary struggle through the 
labor that they‘re doing. That's the 
really beauciful thing about what's been 
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Wh at we have to do - and t think 
this is something that is going to re- 
quire a great deal of thought - is begin 
co trv to develop an analysis of the con- 

dïtions that Black people face in this 
country, taking into account the econo- 
mie function of racism. Of ten we talk 
about the way in which the movement 
has tended to separate different areas, 
different arenas of struggle, loo aften 
we tond to separate racism from the 
economie erploitarion rhar Black people 
experience, and, tnerefore, don'treal- 
ize that when you compare, say, the ex- 
ploitation that white people experience 
with the explottarion that Black people 
experience, it's not as if you juet have 
racism added ontoexploitation, butit's 
going to change the characcer of that 
economie exploitation. So> 1 think that Is 
something that really more and more 
people should begin to think very ser- 
iously about, because U's going io de- 
termine whether or not we can develop 
effective methods of struggle tolead us 
to revolution. 


ELAINE: 1 want to move into a not her 
question, Since we' re talking now and 
we're eonnecting the inside prisons to 
the outside prisons, or those in the 
maximum camps to those in the 
minimum, you haveyourself, of course, 
done a lot of fine work and very ef¬ 
fective work in behalf of the brochers 
and sisters across the country who are 
incarcerated in the maximum prisons 
of the United States* There are many, 
many cases, ofcourse, there are se- 
veral thousands of cases that our bro- 
thers and sisters are invoived in, all 
of which we consider as political, ïn 

the sense that it is the political cli- 
mate and the condicions of society 

that have created their situation, so 
that, in fact, they beco me poli tic al pri¬ 
soners, There are some cases that 


are very extreme, that bring the point 
home and become very significant be- 
cause they do this* I was wondering if 
you might want to talk about some of 
the more significant political cases that 
are presencly in exlstence. 

ANGELA: Yes. You are right, that the 
real problem is that there are so many 
thousands of political prisoners in this 
country, Ourtasks is to work to lib¬ 
erale all political prisoners, and, when 
we say political prisoners, we're talk¬ 
ing about all sisters and brothers who 
are in prisons, because of the prevail- 
ing political, economie, social condi- 
tions in this country, There are anum- 
ber of cases invoiving political 
prisoners which have ree ei vod a great 
deal of public attention over the last 
few years: of course, there’s Huey’s 

case, Bobby and Eiicka, the Soledad 
Brothers, and a number of ether cases 
that have received a great deal of pub- 
licity, and my own case, perhaps, 
l should say something about that, One 


of the problems is that too many peo¬ 
ple have failed to grasp the immen- 
sity of the problem of political pri- 
suners, because the media focus only 
on a few. One of the reasons this is 
done is, of course, to create the kind 
of public cïimate rhar will lead many 
people to feel that when a leading poli- 
tical prisoner has been freed or re- 
leased on bail, then, the problem has 
somehow been solved, or that the pro¬ 
blem doesrdt really exist at all + You 
know, wnen we speak of Bobby anü 
Ericka and Huey , one of the favorite 
clichés of the establishment media is 
this: sure, Black people can get justice 
in this country, look at Huey Newton, 
Ericka Huggins and. Bobby Seale. I 

think, therefore, that what we have 
to do is attempi to unfold tlie Issues 

that are involved in cases of 
political prisoners, the issues which 
encompass all of die thousands of poli¬ 
tical prisoners, This doesr'tmean that 
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we don't focus on indivïduals, We have 
to focus on concrete situations and con< 
crete individuals. 


One of the thmgs that we can do» and 
this is what I attempted to do while I was 
in prison and what I wÜL continue to at- 
tempt to do, diere are auumber of com¬ 
mitteer across the country who have 


formed Angela Davls Defense Com¬ 
mitteer* They were founded to work for 
my freedom and around my case* AU 
across the country, wherever there are 
commirtees, there are also prisons, 
There may not be in, say, a smal! 
town in Qklahoma, a polittcal prisoner 
who has achieved the kind of nütkmal 


i mage that the media create. There may 
be aNorma Gist* There may be a sis¬ 
ter who lives in a place litce 1 dabei* 
üklahoma, who, because of the fact that 
sfoe was aleadingcommuiiity orgahizer 
iïi rhat town, the whole wrath of that lo- 
cal power structure was released upon 


her, Thfs beautiful sister isaowlnpri- 

son, As I was sayingbefoi e, one of rhe 

ïiiings that I have always a£temr T 
eiicourage, In whatever way i ct.-i 


that committees working for my free- 
dom should also go into the jails and 
prisons in their own area and find out 
who is there and what has to be done 
in those jails and prisons* Then they 
can relate my case and the struggle 
around my treedoen to the struggle 
around the freedom of all the sisters 
and brothers there. They have to find 
concrete ways of organizing people, be¬ 
cause people ïn the community are 
going to reiate on a much more profound 
leve! to themselves and to their needs 
and to the people who come from their 
community. In that way they can even 
understand what the issues are in my 
case, or what the issues were in 
Erieka's case, in Bobby's case. They 
can understand that much more readily. 

Getting* now, to the seconü part of 
your question, as to what ar esome sig¬ 
nificant politica! cases today( all poli tl - 
cal cases are significant, all cases in- 
volving Black people’s lives areimpor- 

tam and have to be dealt with), tf we» 
for inscance, Look ar rhis area of the 
country, look around us in California, 
look inside the maximum aecuiicy 


camps here* we see, of course, im- 
mediately* we see John Clutchette and 
Fleeta Drumgo, They have become in¬ 
ternational symbols* They are carrying 
on a struggle which they began withone 
of our very beautiful tomrades who feil 
in that struggle, who was forced to sac- 
rifice his life to that struggle* We see 
Ruche 11 Magee, my co-defenüant, We 
see the San Quencin Six, Larry Spain, 
Luis Talamantez, Willie Tate, Fleeta, 
Bugo Pinell and David Johnson. We see 
Robert Wesley Wells, who, at the age of 
63 (l chink he*s 63 now) is deftnitely 
a living Symbol of the kind of struggle 

that prisoners have had to wage for 
many, many years, He spent over 40 
years in GaJifomia prisons* We have to 
struggle around Brotber Wells' case, l 
could go on and on and on. I think all 
of these cases are significant* Let me 
just say that the most important thing, 
the most significant thing is what l was 
trying to get at before, that the struggle 
around politica! prisoners has to be 
brought down to avery baslc, very con¬ 
crete level, and we have to reach into 
all the prisons throughout the country 
and we have to break aM the chains 
and shfltter all the walls, 

ELAINE: l think what l was speaking 
about parcicularly, about significante, 
is thai some people have been pulled 
out for such extraordinarily barbarous 
treatment by the state authorities, yet, 

in fact, their cases are so usual and 
common. Of course, as we say, one of 
the reasons is that they refuse to bow 
and co scrape, l think this is signi¬ 
ficant in that sense. I would like to talk 
for a moment about just Johnny Larry 
Spain (one of the San Quentin Six), so 
you can look at his case, When he was 
17 years old, he was axrested for a mar¬ 
de r case, There was no evldence. There 
were no witnesses. He had refused to 
talk during the trial, because it was ab¬ 
surd. He didn't have proper Legal 
defense, of course* Someone had gorten 
shot, at a party, in a neighborhood» A 
thöusand Black people go top ar ties, and 
probably that many people get shot at 
anü so forth, for a variecy of conü.’ - 
tions which don*t need to be discussed 
at this moment. The only reason he 
didn't get the death penalty is because 

he was just 17 vears old* He was sen- 
tenced to life imprisonment, There- 
fore, hls was just a nicely wrapped-up 
case* lt was all wrapped-up very neaüy 
and nlcely, unril he began to just refuse 

to do little things in the prisons, that 

is to say, get beaten and say "thank 
you very much 11 for it. Now he enüs 
up one of six people who are beeoming 
welf known, whose cases are special, 
in a sense, all of whom have very 
similar enses, similar in the sense that 
they are usual, sinnlar to brochers and 

sisters across the l ou icry, who were 
not necessarxly even involvcu in what 

CONTTNUED UN NEXT PAGE 
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who can't afford to get a lawyer. There- 
fore, when we talk about raiiroads, just 
imagine what has happened since 1863, 
when Black people had been continu- 
ously forced to go to trial and often 
for tbings they had nothing to do with; 


ANGELA 


CONTINUBD FROM LAST FACE 

we call sometimes crimes of sur¬ 
vival”. Their cases are similar to bree¬ 
tbars and sisters who might have just 
been waiking down the street or passing 
by this pl ace or that, and gorten picked 
up for poor identificationj put on a line- 
up, thrown into jail, had improper re- 
presentation, whose famüy couldn f t af- 
ford an attomey, who maks a deal (or 
don f t make a deal) and end up in the 
prison. These people are not special* 
except in the sense that they really 
were just trying to live their lives, 
even under these most absurd con- 
dltions, the absurd condirions of the 
Black and poor people in this country* 
Of course, George's case was so ob- 
viously that same thing, a $70 robbery 
which no one is quite sure even took 
place. Ho wever, f70 i^hardly reason to 
Ehaz someone shouJd be incar- 
cerated for II years, and murdered. So, 

I think that because they are there, they 
can bring other people to the un- 
derstanding that you don't have to do 
anything special, you don't have to be 
born with special attributes, to be any 
of these people that have been brought 
out by the press parcicularly, that you 
don T t have to do any of these things 
except for try to live, You can just 
start out by breathing, that would be a 
beginning point; rhen, wanring to con¬ 
tinue to breathe is the real crime, just 
wanting to continue to live and lu sur- 
vive and, perhaps, enjoy this exper- 
ience of life. As you mentioned, pe<>- 
ple like Robert Wesley Wells,*, 

ANGELA: Same Lhlng. Hisoriginal con- 
viciion came hecause he was accused 
of a car theft or something like that, 
When we talk about that, we all know 
that there are many white middle-ciass 
youth who go out and decide they're 
golng to have some fun one night, get 
Into a car, hot wire it or find a car 
with the keys in it, do some ridlng in 
It and,,, 

ELAINE: And, the police call their par~ 
ents and glve them a rneai.*. 

ANGELA: Righr, Or, they get a lïrrle 
admomtion and they're told never todo 
it again, or this or that, They never 
even see rheinsideof a jalL And, here 
ia Wesley Wells, who has been in pri- 
son, for over 40 years. 


DAVIS 



we*re ever going to make a 
revohdian $ we have to be able 
to survival* 


One of the things thaFs interesting 
is that this hasjTt passed unnoticed 
over aü these years. Black people have 
reaii'zed what Is happening to us, what 
has been happening tous, becauseIn the 
early '50's, and even before that, one of 
the greatest Black people In this coun¬ 
try, W.E.B. DilBoiS, was wriring about 
the need to go into the prisons and the 
iiced to realize that there are so many 
Black people in prison, aiinply because 

they’re Black, and, as you said, be¬ 
cause they can't afford the legal repre- 
sentation that would allow them to en¬ 
joy their rights, 

There is something that is absolutely 
incredihle, I found absolutely incred- 
ible, and I think many people who aren* i 
conversant with the law In this country 
would also find it incredihle, Is thar it 
was just a few years ago that it was de- 
cided by the Supreme Court that a per- 
son accused of a crime had to have a 
lawyer, lt was either '63 nr ‘64 that 
the Supreme Court ruled that a person 
couldn't go to trial without a lawyer. 
You know that Black people, Chicanos 
and native Americans, they're theones 


and to get up there and try to talk the 
law, try to face a district attorney who 
has studied for years and years and 
years all the stupid complexity of the 
law. The brother or sister had to try 
to delend Mmself in any way he could. 
There' s no way to compare that, be- 
cause you know what it's like to go into 
a cöurtroom and hear them talking a 
jargon that often doesn't make sense at 
all to a lay person, lt was just a few 
years ago that a person accused of a 
crime was given the right to be re- 
presented by a lawyer in order to re- 

ceive a valid conviction, TTiat's ab¬ 
solutely incredihle, 

Since we have been focusing a great 
deal of discuasion around the prisons, 

I think that iFs important to recognize 
some of the great achievements that 
the prison struggle has attained over 
the last few years, All of us know that 
one of the largesc barriers to develop- 
ing a revolutionary struggle which en- 
compasses alloppressed and exploited 
people in this country has been rhe 
racism which filters up from its insti- 
tutional foundation into the attitudes of 
people in this country. The move ment - 
of cuurse, I ani speaking of the entire 
movemem, which also iuvolves white 
people - has been wrought with racism, 
racism that has often beenunrecogniz- 
able, especially by the white people who 
have these racist attitudes. As w r e were 
saying before, the fact that white peo^ 
pïe had sort of considered the anti-war 
movement their domain is in itself an 
fndicarion of the kind of racism which 
the whole movement in this country 
faces. In the prisons, though, on the 
other hand, there have been some really 
Interesting developments in tering of 
the ability of a group of people 
struggling together to combat racism, 
in so far as that is coneemed, One of 
the things that has emerged very 
elearly in the Jast few years, as the 
prison struggle has urfoldcd, when wc 
speak of overt racism, the prisons are 
the places where that is most intense 
and most evident. In the States outside 
of the South, segregation was sup- 
posedly abolished quite a few years 
ago {segregation, of course. is just one 
farm of racism, and not by far its de- 
fining characteristic), However, in pri¬ 
sons all over, segregation has been just 
a norm al rhing. Black prisoners have 
been segregated from white prisoners. 
There has been a great deal of overt 
discrimination agatnsc Black prison¬ 
ers, Chicane prisoners, Indians and 
Puerto Ricans. 

^ T' 

Then, of course, we have also 
learned, through tlie writingsnf George 
CONTINUED ON NEXT P AGE 
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Jackson and through other sisters and 
brothers andcomrades who are on the 
other gide of the walis, we've learned 
that racism has been used as a tooi by 
the jailers to prevent a movement from 
emerging* The guards have continually 
played white people against Black peo¬ 
ple. Out here in CalilornLa, it was a 
3-way thing, because Chicanos were 
pitted agafnsc whitee, Chicanes agaïnst 
Biackö, Blacks against whües, söfurch 
and so on. In the prisón move ment, 
however, prisoners leam very quickly 
that if there were going to be any kind 
of effective means of challenging what 
has been going down there, then those 
racist attitudes have to be dealt with. 
Attica* of course, was abeautifuldem- 
onstration of the abiliiy of prisoners to 
overcome Virtuallv insurmountable ob- 
scacles, We've often talked about 
Black ƒ white unity and havenlt given ir 
the kind of content that it needs. At** 
cica really demonstrated thar you can 
talk abouc a unity, trans-racial unity, 
which is not the kind of thing we were 
talking about during the civil rights 
era (which we learned from, but have 
transcended), a unity that was based 

on the recügnition of the leadership of 
Blacks (because the leadership was 

primarUy Black and Puerto Rican, al- 
though on the other hand there were 
also white leaders who reeogni^ed that 
racism was the first priority, especi- 
ally in the need to combat racism, the 
Instltutional racism in the prisons as 
a first priority). Then, let us consider 
what has happened out here. There were 
groups in practically all the prisons 
that were not just all white or not just 
racist, but they were self-avowed fas¬ 
cist groups: the Aryan Brotherhood, 
Hit!er J e Helpers* (George talks abouc 
Hitler's Helpers in his book* The Black 
caucus report to iheïegislature refers 
to the Aryan Brotherhood at Soledad.) 

As the prison movement became 
more intense. 1 think it was the more 


politically-aware Black prisoners who 
went to the white prisoners and at- 
tempted co show them that they were 
also being oppresséd, 1 here was a 
beautifui scene that was described 
to me wliicb inveived George and a white 
prisoner who had been apparently told 
to soe to it that George was murdered, 
The scene was set up to create a con- 
frontaüon between them, a iight, and 
therefore the occasion for the jailers 
to murder George, even then, He was 
abie, in that kind of a tense situation, 
to reach out to thïs white prisoner, 
and ro say: now look what you're doing 
and look where you are; you're behind 
bars too; what they're doing, they Te 
not only hurting me, but they'rehurting 
you, So l think that we have a loc to 
leam from the ways in which prisoners 
have sought to deal with problems 
with which we're confronted, within the 
movement as a whole, and the achieve- 
ments with respect to combating ra¬ 
cism within that movement have been 
enermous. We stül have a lot to learn. 


EL A INE: There is one other thing 
that 1 was thinking of, in regard to 
the prison suuation. It is a poïni con- 
nected with our discus sion on strug- 
gllngi in thar we have to always be 
able to struggle enrrectly. Nacurally, 
a correct anaiysis of each situation is 
required, to gutde our acticm, and aU 

ways, as you say, within arevolutionary 
perspective* Each new tactic on the part 
of the State wil 1, as the recent past 
has evidenced, be molded, withsophis- 
tication, co fit the particulars, with 
confusing the people in mind. I was 
thinking of this particularly as it re- 
gards the statute that legally effected 
your release: the abolitïon of Gali- 
fornia's death penalty* In form, at face 
value, this move could appear funda- 
mencally Progressive on the part of 
the State, tn fact, however (alchough 
we can always turn even the op~ 
pressor's tricks to our benefit), in es¬ 
sence it was a reactïonary concession, 
with an attempt to project a modlcum 
of humanity onto the State, for even 
this co noes sion had to be eked out, 
forced out of the State by the people's 
Progressive acts over the past few 
yeas* For, it is a fact that with the 
abolltion of capita! punishment In the 
state of Califomia came all kinds of 
cries from the state officials, various 
police aurhorities and soforth that this 
would unleash the horrible murderers 
of llttle children, and all such images 
of persons such as this, the rapist, 
the murderer-rapist, etc, 

The paradox came when they decided 
that they wanted to re-institure a par- 
tial death penalty, or, let’s say, a 

''special" death penalty, in certain 
cases. The cases that they chose, how- 
ever, weren't the rapé cases, or those 



"...we have to reach into all the 
prisons throughoiU the country 
and we have to break all the 
chains and shatter all the walls,** 


involving smail children running 
through the streets in ccrror of these 
violent, "insane" men. They calledfor 
the death penalty for those people con- 
yicted of küling police, who don T t exact- 
ly represent unarmed children on the 
Street. This still includes people such 
as yourself. So, the absurdity of their 
concern and their "humanity" is shown 
in that very fact. I was just thinking 
about it because it was just so ri- 

diculous* What they' re sayingis: "we M 
don't really care about all these so- 
called child-molestexs, rapists, etc; 
we care less about these people that 
have been convictedof these thïngs than 
we do about people who are supposedly 
küling police. What l'm saying is that 
the abolition of the death penalty in this 
state, in Califomia, was, just as you *ve 
said, a poïnt to which they had to corne, 
because of pressurefrom the masses of 
people; but itcertamly didn'c represent 
a hüman response on the part of the 

State to eraee this barbaric use of 
the death penalty in this day and age. 


Also, of course, the number of people 
that have been killed in&ide the state 

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE 
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prisons sinee the turo of the century, 
the greater number of peuple killed has 
certainly not been because of the death 
penalty, hut because of the srate's out- 
right murder, using undercover and un- 
derhanded methode of murder, of the 
mmates in the prïson, This struggie 
must still, must he more flrrnly and 
strongly waged, because people r s lives 
are stil L jeöp&rdy.There isn't any 
sudden ‘'OK 1 ', now, cneveuybody'slife, 
or some life-time guaramee, AsweVe 
pointed out, particularly in Georgefs 
case, certainly it wasn't the cyanide 
capsule that killed Goor ge, even though 
he was facing die death penalty, U 
wasn’i that, that killed hirru The drop¬ 
ping of the death penalty has liitle 
meaning in hls case, which projects, 
clearly, the tdea that it will have little 
meaning for those stiil suffering in the 
camps. The need, then, to keep up the 
Ftrong communicatïon and die ILnk-up 
herween the people inside and outside, 
for this reason and those we've talked 
about, Is a struggie that must bewaged, 
continue to be wagech 

ï want to get to another questïon !f 
we can„, 

AMGELA; Just one more point; and 1 
think it's an important point, because 
it relates to thecontributionof thepri- 
son struggie to the revoludonary 
struggie as a whole # When people, 
getier alïy, ask someone who is a com¬ 
munist, or a socialist (and Tm a com¬ 
munist, a member of the Communist 
Party) about prisons,, they inevitably 

say, well what are prisons like in the 
Soviet Union,, in China, what’e hap¬ 
pening hereand whatPs happening chere. 
Just the other day, I had the oc¬ 
casion to talk with a member of the 
Chilean Senate, who ie also the head 
of the Confederation of Labor Unions 
in Ghile* Hls name is Luis Fïgueroa* 
He was a fracemal delegate to our 
(Communist Party, U.S.A,) Convention 
in New York last week, He came out 
here 2 days ago tovisi with me, I 
asked him about Ghile, which is a 
country striving for soctalisrii. Hesaid 
it is a country striving for sociaïism 
in the senss that the electoral vicEory 
(last year's election of AHeinde) wan 
a basis from which to carry out their 
revol ution, He said that luid im- 
mediately attempted to restruemrethe 


prison system. First of all, they re- 
leased all politica] prisoners, all per¬ 
sons who had beencharged with crimes 
against the government, beforefbefore 
the election of Allende), Second of aH, 
they reduced virtually all the semences 


of all the prlsoners who were incar- 
ceratei in Ghile, Then, they instituted 
a kind of a program for persons who 
are accused of crime, and naturally, 
there are stiil acts of the ft and that 
type of thing; but, of course, that cakes 
on a different significance once you 
have a sicuation where people are be- 
gtnning to exercise their collective po¬ 
wer, because it becomes a crime not 
against au oppressive soci al order, hut 
ie becomes a crime against the 
struggling people, However, they feit 
that they couldn’t deal with it in the 
same way the capitalist system 
dealt with crimes againstthe capitalist 
system, They wou ld have to develop 
some new methode, One of the ihings 
that they have ts a program whereby 
a person who commlts that kind of nn 

act bas co be asslsted in urn der stand¬ 
ing what he lias done, undererknding 
that he has only huit himself, Then, 


after understanding that, making some 
kind of promise to wark with the people, 
instesd of agaInsr the people; and then, 
he doesn'c do any kind of "time"', 
he ‘3 just let oui, like that, What that 
becomes is a process of educaiton, i 
didn't really get thatmuch Information 
about at, because we didn't talk for 
very long, He said he would send me 
some more materinl about the things 
that they^re dolng in the prisons In 
Ghile. I just thought Lt was very sig¬ 
nificant that in that country they see 
the prison sltuation as a very impor¬ 
tant problem, a problem important 
enough to he integrated into a worker's 
struggie, too, because all the trade 
unions have committees which relace 
directly to prisons and deal wfrh thar. 

END OF PART t 


NOTE: NEXT WEEK, IN PART 11 OF 
THIS CONVERS ATÏON WITH ANGELA, 

ANGELA DISCUSSEE WOMHN F S LIB¬ 
ERATION AND CO M RADE GEORGE 
JACKSON, AS WELL AS GIVtNG HBR 
THOUGHTS ON ANUMBERÖFOTHHR 
SUBJECTS, 

ALSO: Angela’s trial began an Feb - 
ruary 28th t with the court*s ftnatly 
agreeing to allow the jury selection 

process to take place in open court. 
(Previously, the presiding judge t Rï- 
chard E. Amason, had insistad that this 
beginning pkase of a public trial he held 
in his private chamh&réj The ftrsl 
panel of pro&pectii e jurars mos. as 
predicted, all t énte. Jury chaltenging 

and selection wilt be gomg on all week* 
Sap nêxt week’s issue of the Black 
Panth&r for more information m 



* f ..Jhe abolition of the death penalty in this state t in Califomia t was t just as 
you*ve said, a point to which they had to corne , because of pressure from the 
masses of people; bui it certainly didn’t represent a hitman response on the port 
of the State,*.’* 
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10,000 FREE BAGS 
OF GROCERIES 

(WITH CHICKENS IN EVERY BAG) 

WIU BE GfV'EN AWAY AT THE 

BLACK COMMUNITV SURVIVAL CONFERENCE 


MARCH 29, 1972 
MARCH 30, 1972 
MARCH 31, 1972 



Oakland Auditorium lOth St, OAKLAND, CALIF. (DOORS OPEN AT 5:00 P.M.) 
Brookfield Park 525 Jones Ave.fofl of Edes] OAKLAKD, CALIF. (12 M P.M.) 
San Pablo Park 2800 Park Sf. (af Oregon] BERKELEY, CALIF. (12:00 P.M.] 

ORGANIZING 
BLACK POLITICAL 
POWER LIKE IT’S 
NEVER BEEN 
DONE BEFORE! 


IIIST LIKE YOII HAVE THE RICHT 
TO VOTE, VOD HAVE THE RICHT TO 
EAT. TOCETHER WE CAH ACHIEVE 
ALL OUR RICHTS. FOR THREE 
DAYS THERE’LL RE FREE FOOD, 

FREE SICKLE CELL ANEMIA 
TESTS, POLITICAL SPEAKERS 
A HB ENTERTAINMENT. 

10,000 
SICKLE CELL 
ANEMIA TESTS 


SPEAKERS: 

• SISTER JOHNNIE TILLMAN • 

NATIONAL CHAIRMAN, WELFARE RKHTS 0RCANI2ATI0N 



, IIILIAN BOND. . D'ARMV BAILEY, 

GEORGIA JUTE SENATOR BERXEIEY CITY COUNCILMAN 


IRA SIMMONS, 

lEIKtliV CITT COUNCILMAN 


* LLOYD BARBEL, 

WlSfflHSIH STATE 


WISCONSIN STATE ASSEMSLYMAN 

• EATHER EARL HEIL, 

ST. AUGlfSTIHE EPISCOPAt CHURCI! 


• ARTNUR EVE, 

NEW VORK STATE ASSEMILYMAN 

REVtREND CHARLES KOEN, 

BLACK UNITED FRONT, CAIRO,ILLINOIS 

• MARSHA MARTIN, m 10DY ALLEN. 

STUDENT IODY PRESIDENT, MILLS COLLEGE CHAIRMAN OF THE B.S.U., IANEY COLLEGE 


• DONALD WILLIAMS, 

MEOICAL AUnORITY ON SICKLE CELL ANEMIA 


REGISTER TO VOTE TOR SURVIVAL 




m HIKEHEÏ INFORMATION AT CONFERENCE, CONTACT THE BLACK FANIHER PASTV,CENTRAL ilEADOUARTERS 1048 FERALTA STREEI, 

OAKLAND, CALIFORNIA CA1E*(41S) 465-5047 
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TWENTY-EIGHT YEARS 

TO GO, NOW 


in Houston, The state contended that 
a racist attitude tomrd Lee Otis had 
nothing to da mtk his conviction by 
a jury of non-peers. Presiding Judge 
Bite, ftowever, rided that the State 
would have to grant Lee Otis a re- 
trial within ninety-days P ar release 
kim . 


BROTHER LEE OTIS IOHNSON DENIER APPEAL 
ON 30-YEAR MARIJUANA CONVICTION 



Even a quiet legal iynching in a 
Southern town will not silence the 
Lee Otis Johnsons . 


CONTÏNUED F ROM PAGE 2 

spoken at a memonat for Dr ; Mar¬ 
tin Luiker King r ha had just been 

cut dau/n by a racist assassin’s 
hullet in Memphis, Tennessee . 

Lee Otis nas arrested and charged 
with possessies and saleofone mttri- 
juana cigareiie (in Texas, a gift con- 
SiïÉiAfes a saté), Not long a/ter that, 
Lee Otis Johnson went la trial on 
these Phony criminal charges for hi$ 
pc itical beliefs and activity, 

y illy Williams t the Black vnder- 
ci er agent t testified during the trial 
th ke (Billy Williatns} had received 
oi marijwina cigarette frotn the de- 
fi tont, Lee Otis Johnson, Thai was 
a; that was needed. A few racists 
w thro'wn in to lestify r egard mg 
hi "militant*’ activity, white the 
pi ss began suddenly presenting de- 
ta ed déScripUons ofall civil rights 
activüy and student pretests, to pro - 
perly prejudice the jury» The Botts- 
ton power structure had their con¬ 
viction . Lee Otis Johnson i ais gen¬ 


teneed to the unbelievable penalty of 
thirty years in the Texas State Prt- 
son system^ 

ft is interesting to note that pig 
Billy Williams r alongwiththreeother 
nar co tics agents, LM, Stringfellow, 
L, Lanbrwn and B.A. Alcom, were 
responsible for the brutal beating, to 
the point of near death, of Jimmy 
Ray Rictwrdsvn, a Brother who Hves 
in the Tïnrd Ward Black Comnrm- 
ity in Houston, Above all, Billy Wil- 
liamSt along with his cohorts r is 
knoum to be one of the most nor- 
toriously bcirbaric andsadistic mem- 
bers of the farce * Also, Billy Wil¬ 
liams* promotion to thïs elite squad 
of fascists (Houston Police Depart¬ 
ment* s Narcotics Squad) isprimarily 
attributed to the part he played in 
keïping the State to falsely convict 
Lee Otis Johnson, 

None of this is new information p 
for Brother Lee Otis is safeiy i *tuck- 
ed* f away, sitenced t and the world 
can go on as '*usml*\ There have 
been the court battles for appeal: 
since the trial, Lee Otis* at tor- 

neys, Bobby Caldwell, Wüliam Walsh, 
Bmnetl Stokes and Charles A, Keilen 
have petitïoned the Federal Courts, 
They are arguing: l) that Lee Otis 
was denied a change in venue for the 
trial; 2) that his trial was pre ju - 
diced. by the widespread publicity by 
the news media; 3} that the severity 
of the penalty (30 years) constitutes 
11 cruel and unusunV' pimiskment; and 
4) that he was entrapped m a rac¬ 
ist legal network and denied effect- 
ive assistance and coimseL 
since the trial , uorious defense com- 
mittees and defense fiwds fuive been 
e s ta hl is hed* Thïs c o mmuni ty supp ort t 
coupled with the legal work done for 
Lee Otis t forced the U.S, Federal 
District Court to grant him ahearing 
this year on motions for a re-triaL 

At the Hearing (which was held on 
January 4 t 1972), Houston pig chïef, 
Herman Short t and various other 
memhers of the State's conspiracy 
agatnsi Lee Otis f tookthestand. Short 
pretended not to recognize Lee Otis, 
althoitgh he had been one of the main 
men **behind the scenesin the ori- 
ginal frame-up, Lee Otis* attorneys 
used Short* s and other racists* testi- 
mony to show thal Lee Otis could 
not possibly have obtameda fair trial 


The people ivho at iended the hearing 
were jubilantf They were happv that 
L ee Otis ivoutd be out in three months . 
However, Houston's power structure 
is not giving up that easy. The Dis¬ 
trict attomey has alreadyjtledanap¬ 
peal that will tie the case up in Fed¬ 
eral Court for at least anotker year, 
effectiuely, for the moment, denying 
Lee Otis release , 

This is not ttie first time that 
Houston fmreaucrats have filibuster- 
ed around Lee Otis* case, Once t for 
example, in 1969, and two times in 



BROTHER JIMMY RICHARDSQN, 
tike Lee Otis , fornd out too late 
about black pig Williams . 


1970 , motions for on appeal cndfor 
re-trial hearing have been denied, On 
the third occasioi i, a petition con- 
taining 13,000 signatures demanding 
Lee Otis* freedom was subnutted, The 
court atso chose to igtiore this * 

The case of Brother L ee Otis John¬ 
son is just another example o] the 
Southern railroad, ft may be a Uttle 
quieter, a little more subtle than be- 
fore, but it is just as vicious , es 
calculated, as cold as the public 
lynchings, so popular in the thirties, 
The stijferings of the Lee Otis John- 
sons will continue uittil a$ effective, 
organized and united commmity cam- 
paign are motmted to halt the wheets 
of the Southern Judicial rail raad* 


ML POWER TO THE PEOPLE 
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PEOPLE’S PETITION 


FOR IMMEDIATE PAROLE OF RROTHER OAVID 
HILUARD FROM THE CALIFORNIA PRISON 
SYSTEM OR AN APPEAL BAIL ROND WiTH 
A RETRIAL JURY OF HIS PEER-GROUP. 
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WE THE PEOPLE, RESIDENTS OE THE WORLD COMMUNITY, IN THE SPIRIT OF RE VOL UTIONARY 
INTERCOMMUNALISM, DO HEREBY REDRESS OUR GRIEVANCE AND PETITION THE COURTS OF 
AMERICA AND THE CALIFORNIA STATE GOVERNMENT AND PAROLE BOARD : THAT DAVTD HILUARD 
BE RELEASED FROM HIS PRISON INC AR CERA TION IN THE CALIFORNIA PEN AL SYSTEM TO THE 
PEOPLE OF OUR COMMUNITIES ON PAROLE OR AN APPEAL BAIL BOND. 

BROTHER DAVID HILUARD, POLITICAL PRISON ER AND CHIEFOFSTAFF OF THE BLACK PANTEER 
PARTY, WAS IN FACT WRONGFULLY CONVICTED ON FALSE ■ CHARGES BYA PREDOM1NA TEL Y 
WHITE RACIST JURY, AS ALL ME MEERS OF THE OAKLAND BLACK COMMUNITY WERE SYSTEMA- 
TICALLY EUMINATED FROM THE JURY SELECTION PROCESS IN HIS TRIAL. 

IN LIGHT OF THESE FACTS, WE THE UNDBRSIGNED, THEREFORE PETITION THAT DAVID HILUARD 
BE GRANTED HIS HU MAN AND CONSTITVTICNAL RICHTS, THA T IS, PAROLE FROM PRISON OR AN 
APPEAL BAIL BOND BY THE AMERICAN COURTS PENDING APPEAL OF SIS CASE BEFORE BIGHER 
COURTS, AND THAT HIS RETRIAL JURY BE OF HIS PEERS, A TRUE REPRESENTA TION OF A CROSS 
SECTION OF TUF. COMMUNITY. 


If IN TUI 

NAME ADDRISS CITY/ STATE/ IIP CODE COUNTRY « J-A- 

. Kif- VDTil 
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RETURN ALL PETITIONS TO BLACK PANTHER PARTY CENTRAL HEADQUARTERS 
«■■P-a 1048 PERALTA STREET OAKLAND. CALIFORNIA 94607a»«_M_. 
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Ml MOT HER TOLD ME TH AT WE MAY HE HARE-FOOTED A\D IWNCRY, 
BVT WAT WOIS'T STOP OER STRLGCLE FOR FREEDOM. 
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